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sky Hardly a day passes, even in mid winter, without sunshine for
some hours Moreover, various winter sports, which have become
extremely popular in late years, rob the season of its rigor
'Festivals and Holiday Events
There are no greater opportunities for studying manners and cus-
toms than festivals and other annually recurring holiday events, one
or other of which falls almost every day Japan is truly a land of
festivals, and the spirit of India can be seen in some of its typical
festivals
The New Year is full of colourful gaiety, being celebrated by high
and low as the nation s greatest holiday    What with the boys flying
kites and the girls playing battledore and shuttlecock,  ambulant
amusement mongers enlivening the streets which are bedecked with
pines and bamboos, every house decorated inside and out, and every
body in holiday attire, eating rice cake (mochi) and drinking rice-
wine (sake), the New Year is indeed the gayest of times in Japan
After the New Year occurs the Girls Festival of March 3, with its
gay display of ceremonial court dolls    Next comes the Boys Festival
of May 5, with warrior dolls and high flying paper and cloth carp
These are as time honoured as the Star Festival of July 7 in honour
of the happy meeting of the two star lovers    Folk dances at O Bon,
or Feast of Lanterns, in July, are a primitive community dance per
formed in honour of the departed souls, which are believed by Bud-
dhists to visit the world of the living at this season    The firework
display at the River Fete on the River Sumida, Tokyo, usually in
July, makes a most picturesque scene, which is witnessed by scores
of thousands of people lining the banks of the river    Most of these-
festivals include processions of flower carnages  and  shrine floats,
tastefully decorated and borne by scores of men in uniform    The
classic mode of catching ayu fish (July to October)  on the River
Nagara is an unforgettable experience    In this a fisherman in antique:
costume leads the operation surrounded by a band of feathered serv